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EDITORIAL

This month brought us some very sad news : 
The death of our friend Lefty Gardner, one 

of the founders of the CAF. Those who knew 
him well will be particularly saddened because 
he was an exceptional man made of willpower, 
kindness, and love for the CAF. During his last 
visit to Midland for AIRSHO, he approached me 
as I was moving from one airplane to another to 
take a picture of them. He wanted to tell me how 
much he loved France and about the imperish-
able memories he had about it. He told me about 
the places he had been, with a passion and 
details that surprised me with their exactness, 
and I immediately felt that he wasn’t telling me 
all this to please me, but because his memories 
really were of a great importance to him. He had 
fallen in love with our country and he wanted me 
to know about it. Today, I cherish this short con-
versation, and I regret that I was unable to get 
him back to France to make him discover more 
marvelous places that are so common in France. 
Good bye Lefty, and see you soon !

This issue includes a large part dedicated to 
a software that I discovered as I make my 

way through computer technology. I could have 
dedicated twice as many pages to it, but those 
of our members who do not have a computer 
would have found this boring. That being said, 
I still advise them to read this article because if 
they like the subject, they can still ask a friend or 
a relative to show it to them for real. They won’t 
regret it !

I strongly recommend to all amateur photogra-
phers that they should take part in the all new 

CAF photo competition. All details are on page 
3, and the conditions are not difficult to fulfil. 
Everyone will have a chance to win. Remember 
that it’s not the camera that takes the picture, 
but your eye. The greatest photographers would 
have taken the same photos had they been 
using an Instamatic camera instead of their 
Leica. The technique would not have been so 
good, of course, but the instant they would have 
captured would have been the same. Good luck 
everyone !  

Bernard
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CALLING ALL PIPER CUB SPONSORS
WE THANK OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS TO BE KIND 
ENOUGH TO SEND IN THEIR SPONSORSHIP ACCORDING 
TO THE LEVEL THEY HAVE CHOSEN, AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE, SO THAT OUR J-3 CAN CONTINUE FLYING.

French Wing Web Site : http://www.caffrenchwing.fr

ALL ABOUT “GOOGLE EARTH 4.3”
DISCOVER ALL THE SECRETS OF THIS FREE SOFTWARE 
WHICH IS VERY “AERONAUTICAL” FROM MANY ASPECTS !

LEFTY GARDNER HAS GONE WEST

A VERY SAD END OF LAST YEAR FOR THE CAF AND ITS 
MEMBERS SINCE THEY JUST LOST ONE OF THEIR MOST 
EXTRAORDINARY FRIENDS.

CAF PHOTO COMPETITION
THIS CONTEST REPLACES THE NEWSLETTER CONTEST 
AND ALLOWS ALL CAF MEMBERS, COLONELS OR CADETS, 
TO SUBMIT THEIR PICTURES TAKEN IN 2008 OF CAF 
PLANES OR BELONGING TO CAF MEMBERS.
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GOOD BYE LEFTY GARDNER
Another friend has departed. Lefty Gardner took off for 
his last flight at the age of 87 on December 24, 2008.

One of the very first CAF members, Lefty had his first 
flight aboard a Curtiss Jenny in 1935. This triggered 
tha strong desire to become a fighter pilot. Therefore, 
in 1942, he went to the Army and was sent off for his 
basic training on PT-19, BT-13, AT-9, 10, and 17, at 
Quero (Texas). He thought he was getting there, but, 
unfortunately, he was sent flying the B-24 with the 34th 
Bomb Group !…

After 6 months of training, his crew and him flew their 
B-24 to Mendelsham, UK, via South America and 
Africa. From there, they flew 20 missions, then Lefty was 
transferred to B-17’s with which he flew 14 more missions. Hoping that a signature 
for a second tour would allow him to see his dream come true, he found himself fly-
ing the C-87, the cargo version of the B-24, carrying out dangerous night missions 
during which he lost numerous friends. He survived the war and finally left the Army 
in 1946.

Lefty then started, with his brother Henry, in Crystal City (Texas), a crop spraying 
company, flying the Boeing Stearman, which kept his dream alive and made him 
wait. Lefty and his friend Lloyd Nolen soon started to collect warbirds : P-40, Bearcat, 
Mustang, Corsair, and P-38.

It was the beginning of the CAF and during dozens of years, Lefty could satisfy his 
passion for flying fighters. He took part in all CAF activities, and, namely, in the 
filming of the movie “The Battle of Britain”. But where Lefty really excelled was in 
the piloting of his P-38 White Lightning during hundreds of air shows and the Reno 
races in particular. One of Lefty’s two sons followed his steps (Right) until one day 
one engine caught fire and the plane had to be belly-landed in a field. The plane was 
put up for sale and bought by Red Bull, then restored.

Lefty’s funeral took place on December 28, 2008, in Kerrville (Texas). Two members of the French Wing attended the ceremony : 
Lilian Ayars and Jim Lux accompanied by his wife Nancy. Many of Lefty’s friends were present. The ceremony reflected the great man 

that Lefty was, and a video which showed 
him at the controls of the White Lightning 
was the best homage that could be made 
to him, crowned by a fly-over by his for-
mer P-38, freshly restored and escorted by 
three Mustang, including Thunderbird, a 
plane that also belonged to Lefty for many 
years.

The formation flew three times over the 
ceremony to honor Lefty, then, on the 
third fly-over, the P-38, gleaming in the 
sunshine, pulled up into the deep blue sky 
for the Missing Man formation.

One of the most modest and the most kind 
man that we have met has just gone west, but 
he leaves an indelible imprint in our hearts 
and within the Commemorative Air Force.

Good bye Lefty, have a good flight !

NEWS

Ph
ot

o :
 B

. D
elfi

no



3

NEWS

CALLING ALL 
SPONSORS
YEAR 2009

The 2009 Sponsorship premiums are payable at the end of December 2008.

The total of these premiums have to cover the fixed costs for this airplane, 5500 euros, 
so that it can operate without any problem.

These costs include the renting of a hangar space, the insurance, the landing fees at Le 
Plessis-Belleville, and the renewal of the Airworthiness Certificate (CDN),

These Sponsorship premiums also allow their author to fly at a much lower cost than 
the normal prices found in all flying clubs.

The Sponsors who have already sent their participation for 2009 are :

At the date of the publication of this Newsletter we are missing the amount of 1800 
euros to reach the necessary 5500 euros.

We ask all members who were Sponsors last year, to reiterate in 2009, and we also 
ask those who have never been a Sponsor before, to become one.

If this happens, we will reach the requested amount and, this year again, we will be 
able to reach our fundamental goal. The Spirit of Lewis thanks you all in advance !

Should you not remember whether you were a Sponsor or not, please check the past 
issues of our Newsletter or contact the French Wing.

A PHOTO CONTEST WILL 
REPLACE THE NEWSLET-

TER COMPETITION

The decision to replace this CAF Units’ 
Newsletter competition with an indi-
vidual photo contest is quite recent. The 
conditions to fulfil in order to partici-
pate are quite simple :

1) The photographer must be a CAF 
member : Colonel, Life/Gold Life, or 
Cadet.

2) The photos must be sent as a com-
puterized picture on a CD or a DVD, 
and have a resolution of at least 300 
DPI (Dots per inch).

3) These photos must have been taken 
in 2008.

4) Three categories of subjects :
• CAF airplanes
• Members of the CAF
• CAF Members’ owned airplanes

5) You can submit up to 5 photos in 
each category.

6) The details must include :
• Photographer’s name and contact.
• Tile of each photo.
• Description of each photo.
• Bio of the author in 2 or 3 lines.

7) Reception limit date in Midland : 
Monday March 09, 2009 (Which 
means that, from France, your postal 
package must be sent at least 10 days 
before, i.e. end of February).

The photos will be presented in a totally 
anonymous way since some members 
are also professional photographers 
(This will avoid any influence), and 
they will be judged by an external panel, 
with an extra choice made by the editor 
of DISPATCH.

The three winners will receive, respec-
tively, CAF gift shop vouchers of $ 100, 
$ 50, and $ 25.

The addition of the Member’s owned 
airplanes will allow our members who 
did not attend AIRSHO or other CAF 
events in the USA, to present photos 
of the Piper Cub or the NC 856 for 
example, taken in 2008.

Flying
Sponsors

Gilles Avenel
Jean-Yves Cercy

George Chandler
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell

Patrick Pierre-Pierre
Sandy Sansing

Sky Runner

Supporting
Sponsors

Lilian Ayars
Fumiko Delfino

Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair

Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler

Restoration
Sponsors

Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury

Maurice Girard
John Roeder

NOT ENOUGH QUESTIONNAIRES, PUBLISHED IN THE JAN-
UARY 2009 NEWSLETTER HAD BEEN SENT, DULY FILLED, 
AT THE LIMIT DATE OF JANUARY 15 AS REQUESTED.
THEREFORE, THIS DATE HAS BEEN PUSHED BACK ONE 
MORE MONTH, WHICH WILL ALLOW THE LATECOMERS 
TO FULFIL THIS SMALL FORMALITY.
NOTE : YOU CAN COPY THE QUESTIONS AND ANSWER 
THEM USING AN EMAIL THAT YOU CAN SEND TO :

< bdelfino26@free.fr >
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MESSAGE FROM COL PATRICK PIERRE-PIERRE

Patrick is currently far away from France, and will be for several months, and he rarely has 
access to a computer which is connected to the Internet. This is why he has asked us to 
relay his sincere thanks to everyone who sent him his new year greetings. He will correct 
this involuntary silence as soon as he comes back…

NEWS
LATEST ON THE LA FERTÉ-

ALAIS AIR SHOW

At the time these lines are typed, the 
only sure things that we have been 
advised of, are :

1) That the Editions Lariviere have bro-
ken the contract for 2009.
2) That the Amicale Jean-Baptiste Salis 
is actively talking in view of the organi-
zation of the air show, but that they have 
n official result to announce.
3) That the date which has been chosen 
is the week-end of Pentecost on May 30 
and 31, 2009.

We regret to be unable to tell you more 
than this, but our secret agent is work-
ing hard on the French Wing participa-
tion !…

We cannot resist the pleasure to publish this painting done by Julien who surprises us day after day !… For this painting, Julien chose 
a plane which actually took part in the Landing. His picture does not represent a particular fact of war. He simply wanted to reflect 
the overall feeling that prevailed over the landing beaches and the Pointe du Hoc. This painting has entirely been done on a computer 
in 4 days (!), but Julien cannot wait to get more time and money to reiterate using real colors and brushes.  In the mean time, one will 
admit that the result is, to say the least, amazing !  Hats off !

“NORMANDY” : JUNE 06, 1944, AS SEEN BY JULIEN LEPELLETIER

WHERE HAS THE THERMOMETER GONE ?

We took the opportunity of or new Web Site and its Member’s Only access, to make more 
confidential the figures related to the financial gifts to the French Wing’s projects.

It is possible that some inattentive readers could be led to believe that these figures are 
a statement of our bank accounts (Current and Savings), and wrongly believe that these 
abundant funds do not call for any more help. As everyone knows, this is NOT the case ! 
A good part of these gifts has already been spent to purchase indispensable equipment for 
the Wing, and the other has been put aside for the purchase or the manufacture of the 
parts that will be necessary for the restoration of the Rearwin Sportser. Therefore, the list 
of donors will be the only information that will be published in the Newsletter in order 
to recognize the generosity of these members and friends.
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The Forum of the French Wing web 
site has been improved by the addition 
of several discussion topics.

Col Gaël Darquet had the excellent 
idea to start three new subjects which 
include aviation movies, the music re-
lated to them, and aviation books.

Gaël started the topic Aviation Movies 
by describing the one that gave him the 
aviation virus : Memphis Belle. After a 
brief summary of the story, here is what 
Gaël says about it : “A super movie that 
made me dream when I was young, with 
an exceptional shooting and scenes that 
make one feel in the middle of these for-
mations hundreds of B-17”.

We hope that the members 
of the French Wing fre-
quently and fully enjoy what 
this Forum gives them. It is 
the ideal way of expressing 
oneself, make suggestions, 
and exchange ideas among 
members and friends.

WEB SITE
ATTENDANCE

The statistics about the at-
tendance show a very good 
level.

In December, the month that everyone 
discovered our brand new web site, and 
a school holiday period, we had 5375 
visits, and in January, as the month is 
not over yet, we have exceeded 3000 
visits.

FRENCH WING WEB SITE
PX SHOP

We have sold a signed print of the Nor-
mandie-Niemen by Roy Grinnell. This 
first sale, on its own, has reimbursed 
more than half the cost  of creating and 
running of our site for the whole year !

PHOTOS AND PAINTINGS 
GALLERY

This gallery has grown quite nicely 
thanks to the important number of pic-
tures that have been added to it. Several 
new albums have been created concern-

ing various subjects like the Veterans 
of the French Wing : Sandy Sansing, 
Louis-Jean Gioux, Henri Bourrassier, 
and Georges Marcelin. A biographical 
part in the web site topic Vétérans du 
French Wing completes these series of 
pictures which are a tribute to them.

PAGES IN CONSTRUCTION

As one can see when visiting the site, 
much work needs to be done. Many 
pages are still in construction, which 
requires a lot of work on the part of the 
persons responsible for the site, and, 
therefore, plenty of time.

IMPROVEMENTS

Although the artisans of 
the Site, the Forum, and 
the Gallery do all they can 
to work quickly and reach 
a honorable cruising speed, 
plenty remains to be done. 

The Xmas and New Year 
celebrations slowed down 
this progress since everyone 
was busy with family obli-
gations, but these are now 
gone, and we hope that ev-
eryone who can help this 
common effort will soon be 
back at work, namely all the 

Forum Moderators.

CONTENTS QUALITY

The quality of the entries made by 
our members in these various topics 
is generally very good. One can see a 
few spelling errors here and there, and 
one or two light jokes, but the general 
quality is much better than what one 
can see on many other Forums. Using 
a spell checker and a greater attention 
will soon help perfecting these prob-
lems.

LINKS TO OTHER WEB 
SITES

Numerous links to other web sites 
have been added in this subject. Please 
do use them. It’s a fast way to reach 
them and enjoy the hard work of these 
friends.

NEWS

Many of our members will have read the 
excellent article published in the latest 
issue of Le Fana de l’Aviation concern-
ing the plans to develop the Air Museum 
in Le Bourget.

The Gérard Feldzer effects are starting to 
show up very neatly, which is not sur-
prising when one knows the personality 
of such an exceptional man !

The increase in the museum’s attendance 
by 40% with almost 280.000 visitors is 
the fist good news. This increase has, no 
doubt, been helped by the free access to 
the museum, and this was with no loss 
of money, thanks to the paying attrac-
tions that have been created.

The current work being done on the 
museum will soon make the latter a lot 
more attractive than before : Renovation 
of the First World War display, installa-
tion of 8 flight simulators, animation of 
the helicopter hall and the model room, 
and, especially, before the end of this 
year, the move of the museum entrance 
to the center of the former air terminal, 
which will get back its original impor-
tance.

FRENCH WING AND MAE

Gérard Fledzer who, ever since his ar-
rival, wanted to turn this museum into 
a dynamic institution, intends to orga-
nize, every first week-end of the month, 
from 12:00 till 15:00, on saturday and 
sunday, an in-flight presentation of air-
planes.

The French Wing sees in this activity 
another way to reach the goals that it 
has adopted, identical to the CAF ones : 
Show the young generations the planes 
that took part in various conflicts and 
honor those who fought for the defense 
of Freedom.

So we immediately offered to partici-
pate in this activity, a proposal which 
was very welcomed by the direction of 
the museum. Many details remain to be 
fine-tuned, but we will do everything 
possible to take part in this goal which is 
common to our two organizations.

NEW ON THE FRENCH WING WEB SITE THE LE BOURGET AIR
MUSEUM IN CONSTANT

PROGRESS
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If the Internet is, too often, able to pro-
vide the worst, well used, it can provide 
the very best and become and extraordi-
nary tool.

I’m not talking here about the email 
which demonstrated, a long time ago, 
its usefulness in the improvement of 
communications, as long as its users are 
willing to check their incoming mes-
sages at least once a day !… Some like 
to do that once a month, and I cannot 
imagine what their postal mail box 
looks like if they adopt the same rule of 
conduct !…

No, I’m talking here about the resources 
available on the “web” that this world 
wide net represents, made of millions of 
sites like the one of the CAf or the one 
of the French Wing.

I, personally, discovered these exellent 
sites when I moved up to the high speed 
Internet, about a year ago. This sig-
nificant increase in speed allows me, for 
example, to send ou the Newsletter in 
about 45 seconds, when I needed more 
than 30 minutes before !

With this speed, I discovered the pleas-
ant way one can search the net, thanks 
to the software provided free of charge 
by the company of the same name : 
Google.

Doing a search using Google is stupidly 
easy : Type one or more words in the 
search box, and send them ! Instantly you 
will see, displayed before your very eyes 
a list of topics, sites, forums, etc, which 
have a direct relationship with what 
you’re looking for, a list that starts with 
the more pertinent solutions followed 
by the more remote ones. This list can 
be very long and reach a total of several 
millions of possibilities, but, generally, 
the first two or three pages will give you 
what you are looking for.

With Google came Google Maps, a soft-
ware that allow you to find any place on 
the planet, give you a way to reach it, 
provide a map, and even a photo of what 
you’re seeking.

Then I discovered that there is another 
parent software based on the millions of 
photos used by Google Maps : Google 

THE PEARL GOOGLE EARTH 4.3
     Article : Bernard Delfino

Earth with which, in its later version 4.3, Google Sky. Note that Google Earth is also 
free, although there is a professional version which costs $ 400.00, to be avoided by 
amateurs like us.

Thanks to this software, you can fly over the entire planet as if you were sitting com-
fortably in the Space Shuttle. You spot a place that you fancy ? Go down, more, further 
more, until you can only see the exact point you wish. The definition is such that you can 
distinguish details of a size of about a foot and a half, and sometimes less !

Let us take an really extraordinary example which I found by chance : Montbéliard !

Using the controls provided, let’s place ourselves above this beautiful region of France, 
or let’s type this name in the search box. Immediately, the earth spins around and get us 
exactly at the vertical of this town. Let’s now find the airfield that we all know very well 
(The large pale green triangle on the left of the first photo below).

Let’s now go down and get closer so that we can see the airport buildings and try and spot the 
airplanes. Effectively, we can see three of them. The one of the left is obviously a twin engine 
which can only be the Flamant that we saw during our visits. Let’s get a bit closer…
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Huu ?… This yellow 
plane seems to be famil-
iar. Quick ! Let’s get closer 
again and check !… No 
doubt ! This IS our Spirit 
of Lewis ! But what is it 
doing there ???… A quick 
glance at the date of the 
photograph : July 2007 ! 
Our members will have 
understood that this photo 
was taken the day our air-
plane departed Montbéliard during the Tour de France. It was Julay 
14 precisely. Onboard were Claude Gascon and Jean-Claude Miniggio 
who chose to leave early to avoid some bad weather. They were photo-
graphed as they were taxiing, just prior to the take-off for Issoire where 
they were greeted by Henri Bourrassier and Guy Bortolus.

You will admit that this coincidence is simply extraordinary ! A fly over by the satellite a moment before or after, and the Piper Cub would 
have gone unnoticed. So this is  one pleasant and original demonstration of the advantages of this magic software.

Do you want another example ?… So, let’s take, if you wish, the recent accident in New York, when the US Airways Airbus A-320 pilot 
skillfully landed his plane on the Hudson river without any casualty.

No, you won’t see the accident the same 
way you saw our Piper Cub, but you’re 
about to discover other advantages of 
Google Earth which can give pictures in 
three dimensions which use the numer-
ous photos of all these places. Fasten your 
seat-belts !…

The first photo on the left, shows the air-
port of La Guardia, whose two runways 
cross each other at about 90°.

This entire zone is very populated, and the 
places where a disabled plane could land 
are practically inexistent, except the large 
areas of water that you can easily see on 
these pictures.

The airplane in question took off from the 
runway which runs from top to bottom. 
It took off and climbed, and at 3000 feet, 
catastrophe ! A flock of birds rendered the 
engines inoperative.

Aboard the enormous glider, the crew 
adopted an ideal route because there was 
no question they could go back to La 
Guardia.

They turned left, and gliding as far as they 
could, flew over Manhattan and lined up 
on the river as if it had been a runway.

You know the rest of the story since you 
have seen the numerous pictures shown 
by all the media. The pilot’s skill and cold 
blood attitude were praised because he was 
able to stop the plane from putting its nose 
down in the water when the two engines 
hit the water. One of them broke off on 
impact.
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Finally, the picture on the right shows 
a view of what the passengers sitting on 
the left of the plane could see from their 
window.

The magic of Google Earth is there to dis-
play the buildings in three dimensions and 
give this life-like extraordinary picture.

Those who will take the trouble to down-
load this software and use it, will soon 
discover that they can even go down to 
street level and look up at the skyscrapers 
as if they were walking along the streets of 
New York. But that is not all !…

Google has included in its software, 
making no publicity about it, at all, a 
true flight simulator !…

Of course it cannot compete with the 
sophistication of traditional flight sim-
ulators, but it has several enormous 
advantages :

First, it’s totally free, which, these days, 
is extremely rare. Then the aspect of 
the scenery is a lot better than all other 
simulators that I know because it is made 
with the millions of photos that we have 
talked about, taken by the cameras of 
QuickBird.

WHERE IS THIS
SIMULATOR HIDING ?

Before you do anything else, go to the 
following address : < http://earth.google.
fr/userguide/v4/ug_flightsim.html >. 
There you will find all the necessary 
keyboard combinations and explanations 
that you will need to operate it.

Only two planes are available, but they 
are sufficient for nice rides, believe me ! 
A powerful SR-22 with flaps, and an 
F-16 whose performance will surprise 
you from the very start.

If you have never flown a simulator, I 
would advise that you do your first flight 
starting from a place that you have prese-
lected. Say Le Plessis-Belleville…

The photo is a bit old, taken on January 
24, 2005, and many hangars haven’t 
been built yet.

Click on “Tools” then on “Access the 
Flight Simulator”. A window will ask 
you to chose your airplane. 

Let’s go for the SR-22 because the run-
way is a bit short for an F-16 !… Click 
on your starting point “Current View” 
and you’ll find yourself flying over the 
airfield at a high altitude, and may be in 
a vertical dive (Amusing !!!…).

You then need to immediately click on 
the screen to get the controls. You will 
know that you have them when your 
pointer turns into a small white cross. 
The mouse or track pad can perfectly act 
as a control column, which will save you 
spending money on this accessory.

Stabilise your altitude, climb, dive, turn, 
enjoy flying, and you can also attempt 

a landing. It won’t be easy t start with, 
but don’t be afraid because the only 
injury you may get is the one of your 
self esteem !…

Once you can control the plane, try a 
flight over the Alps, which is certainly 
the most spectacular part of this simula-
tor ! But do not forget to first click on 
“Relief”.

I hope that you will be as amazed as I 
was, and still am, because following the 
curves of the mountains, diving in the 
valleys, climbing up again towards the 
tip of the mountains, is simply fascinat-
ing !… It will give you the impression 
that you are flying aboard the Hawker 
Hunter that col Marie-Françoise Le 
Cornec was fortunate enough to fly (See 
last month issue) !
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Various adjustments are there to let you 
improve further the aspect of this flight 
simulator, like adjusting the time of the 
day or the night by clicking on the small 
sun icon at the top tool bar of Google 
Earth. Watching a sun rise or a sun set 
while flying over the mountains is some-
thing I thoroughly recommend !

You can select the weather by clicking 
on the appropriate box. This adds to 
the picture the actual weather, real time 
since the program then includes the sat-
ellite images taken by the weather satel-
lites which are updated quite often, and 
show the weather changes live !

An on-line help will get you all the sup-
port you may need. And if that is not 
enough, several web sites dedicated to 
this software will give you explanations 
so detailed that you will not have any 
excuse for not using it fully.

Now, why not explore the sky and 
space ?… In the tool bar, click on the 
small icon of Saturn. This will give you 
access to Google Sky which will allow 
you, even if the weather is bad, to do 
some star gazing and watch galaxies. A 
guided visit and an efficient help will 
help you understand better the stars, the 
planets, the nebulae, and everything that 
can be found in space around us.

But let’s go back to earth, and, like every-
one does, let’s have some fun looking for 
our house, the one of members of our 
family or friends. To do that, you need 
to simply type in the address of the place 
you’re looking for, in the search box and 
click on the magnifying glass. In one or 
two seconds, you will reach the place you 
wanted and discover the high definition 
of the most recent pictures. 
Let’s take an example…

We would like to see the 
Basilique du Sacré-Cœur in 
Paris. Let’s simply type in 
these words in the search 
box and Google Earth takes 
us instantly to this highly 
touristic place…

Whether you have clicked 
on the 3D Building box 
or not, you will have a dif-
ferent view of the church : 
2D is a vertical view, and 
3D is an image with the 
building represented in 
three dimensions ! Should 
that not be enough, click 
on “Street view” and you 

will then see a multitude of small 
cameras. You then only need to click 
on one of them to obtain a photo of 
the place seen from that position, 
with the corresponding view point. 
In addition, you will be able to navi-
gate inside that photo to have a close 
view of a detail that seems important 
to you. Fabulous isn’t it ?… Even the 
most bored internet amateurs will get 
caught by that game. And since we’re 
talking about games, why not try and 
look for airplanes in the multitude of 
photos included in Google Earth ?

First things first, let us start with the 
CAF in Midland. So let’s go to Texas 
and let’s spot the airport located halfway 
between Midland and Odessa. Let’s get 
a bit closer…

Here we are, above the CAF. The photo 
is a bit old. It’s dated 18 April 2004. 
One will have to wait a little to get 
updated photos, but except for the new 
hangar and the chapel, it’s all there, and 
we can see three planes at the top of the 
image : The F-111, the F-14, and the 
Shackelton, as well as, near the hangar, 
the poor Harpoon which doesn’t get any 
younger, and the Vietnam planes at the 
end of the garden.

Many planes have been photographed 
by Google Earth as they were flying, and 
you may be interested by looking for 
them ? One web site shows almost 400 
over the entire planet !

This program is, in its latest version 4.3, 
a true revelation. It’s an unbelievably 

rich educational tool for the 
young and the less young 
ones.

Do not hesitate to use it for 
yourself, but also for your 
children and grand-children. 
It will compensate the web 
sites which are of a very 
poor quality and even too 
often dangerous if they are 
not used under the supervi-
sion of the parents or grand-
parents !

Use and abuse Google 
Earth, and tell us about 
your tricks, your findings, 
and your unexpected uses. 
We will publish them with 
no restriction !
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Col Antoine “Twan” Roels is not only a 
member of the French Wing. He is also 
a member of the B-29/B-24A Squadron, 
and each year, he helps with the presenta-
tion of the B-24 “OL’ 927” to the public, 
during its USA annual tour for several 
months.

Participating in this tour calls for a lot of 
sacrifices, especially financial ones, from 
all its members, but especially from Twan 
who has, in addition, to pay for his airline 
ticket from Belgium where he resides.

Hats off !

Keerbergen - Belgium - July 25, 2008.    

Get up early in the morning, say good 
bye to my wife, the dog, and the four 
cats, take a cab to the airport, while 
carrying those ever too heavy suitcas-
es…

Go through passport control and an-
swer the very same questions again and 
again, asked by a policeman who thinks 
I just escaped from jail, instead of just 
walking off a plane overloaded with pas-
sengers and numerous babies who cried 
so much that they stopped me from 
sleeping, if only a few minutes, during 
the nine hours flight.
 
Then pass security control whose agent 
manages to make a mess of my hand 
luggage in one single minute, while it 
took me hours to find a place for every 
item.

Finally, past border control, I’m left 
with two options : Break a new speed 
record to realize that I just missed my 
connection, or patiently wait another 
four hours for the next one…

Then comes the worst part of it : I’m left 
with enough time to think and ask my-
self the same question, again and again : 
“Why am I doing all this ?…”

Instead, I could have stayed home with 
my wife and my pets, go on a holiday 
without having to spend thousands of 
Dollars to travel to the USA…

I could be lying on my back in my gar-
den and enjoy the rare (Very rare) mo-
ments of Belgian summer sunshine, 
mowing the lawn, or enjoy a nice din-
ner at home or in a restaurant, instead 

of having the sempiternal “Beef or chick-
en ?”, served with plastic fork and knife. 
I could be drinking a glass of my friend 
“Jack” at home instead of drinking it 

here, in the Atlanta over-crowded air-
port terminal bar. Finally, when the air-
line staff at the gate announce that your 
plane to Appleton will soon be ready, 
and that the boarding will take place in 
thirty minutes, it seems that all passen-
gers have the same early watch because 
they all rush to the gate at once, hop-
ing to leave early… If I’m lucky, after 
another three to four hours flight, I will 
get to my destination.

With a time difference between 7 to 9 hours, 
and after spending 26 hours without sleeping, 
I finally find a hotel, a bed, and a little rest.

WHY AM I DOING ALL THIS ?…
     Article  and photos : Antoine “Twan” Roels



A few hours later, my biological clock 
tells me it’s 9 o’clock Belgian time, and 
time for me to get up, but… here, it’s 
only 2 in the morning. So, after a few 
more hours of tossing and turning in 
bed trying to catch some sleep, 
I’m finally ready to get to the 
airfield.

Once you hear that particu-
lar sound of those fours Pratt 
and Whitney engines, and see 
“your” plane appear at the ho-
rizon, all these bad thoughts 
vanish at once.

Once the plane has landed, 
I see my friends crew mem-
bers again : Paul, the tallest 
B-24A pilot, Joe the Co-Pi-
lot,  “Shorty” our flight engineer, T.A. 
and his wife Becky who are taking care 
of all the PX stuff, Dave our crew chief, 
and so many more who worked so 
hard during the winter maintenance to 
“Keep’em Flying” during the air show 
season.

Then we all can’t wait to tell about 
our “war” stories from the past year, 
our family, our friends, and our “OL’ 
927” formerly known as “Diamond 
Lill”  who is doing so well again this 
year. By the way, now that her name 
has changed, can we still call her “Our 
old Lady” ?…

The following day, when the air show 
grounds are open to the public, kids 
come by, asking all kinds of questions, 
families come to tell us about their 
fathers, brothers, uncles, and family 
members, who flew in one of these 
B-24’s, and were killed or wounded 
during missions over Europe or in the 
Pacific.

Old women come and touch again those 
thousands of rivets they put into the 
planes while they worked in the facto-
ries and produced and delivered hun-
dreds of airplanes each day.

Veterans who flew the aircraft, gather all 
their strength to get onboard again, to 
feel, one more time, the cold metal of 
the steering wheel while thinking about 
so many good friends they lost during 
the war.

And then, there is the flying… Having 
the opportunity and honor to fly the old-
est four engine WWII bomber, feeling 
the vibrations, 
the shaking, 
and the deafen-
ing sound of the 
four engines, 
their smell, and 
the taste of the 
burned engine 
oil !…

Knowing that, 
although more 
than 18.300 
of those B-24’s 
have been pro-
duced, you are 

taking off in one of the only two still 
flying, is something one cannot de-
scribe to someone who has never done 
it.

Flying during air shows, feeling the 
wind blowing in your face through the 
open waist and tail gunner positions, 
flying in formation with other B-17’s 
and B-25’s, escorted by P-51 Mus-
tang’s which are there to protect you 
against - fortunately - now absent en-
emy fighter aircraft, gives you a much 
more relaxing feeling than those of the 
hardly 18 years old flight crews who 
had to fly their missions over enemy 
targets some 60 years ago.

Spending weeks with the airplane dur-
ing its annual tour, working on the 
plane, flying with the airplane, selling 
T-shirts, caps, pins, photos, etc, an-
swering thousands of questions, and 
trying to recruit the hardly needed new 

Squadron members, gave me 
enough time to think about 
the answer to my ques-
tion “Why am I doing all 
this every year ?…”
   
And after these few weeks 
comes the time to pack my 
bags again, and go back 
home to see how the ones 
I left behind are doing at 
home.

However, I checked my agen-
da for the next opportunities 

I would have to come back and see my 
friends, and fly again that old but still 
so fantastic Consolidated B-24A “Lib-
erator”.

During the trip back home, I realized 
that I wasn’t asking myself any more 
“Why am I doing all this ?…”. The only 
question was : “When will I be coming 
back again ?…”.
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The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by 
the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal 
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0680361717

email : bdelfino26@free.fr
Executive Officer : Col. Roger GOUZON

Tél : 01 48 61 40 90 - Mobile : 0682904071
email : en attente

Finance Officer : Col. Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 0675742596

email : gascon.claude@neuf.fr
Adjutant : Col. Fumiko DELFINO

Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0670362245
email : bdelfino26@free.fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete re-
production of the articles and the illustrations published in this 
monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the 
FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 19 
rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

FRENCH WING P.X.

The following articles are available with a payment 
by cheque to the CAF French Wing. (+ P & P).
• Wing patch: € 9,00.
• Norvigie patch: € 6,00.
• French Wing pin: € 10,00.
• Various pins “cloisonné”: € 5.00.
• 100 A4 sheets with the Wing logo and your 
personal address: € 10,00.
• Warbirds photographs 30x45cm: € 10,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL : € 15,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL: € 15,00.
• T shirts other sizes on order.
• T shirt illustrated with the picture of your choice 
(Maximum size A5 - Warning ! Only send pictures 
that are free from any copyrights !) : € 15,00.
• Aircraft profiles 15 cm x 20 cm ready for framing: 
Various types: € 4,00 each.
• Vidéo filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS PAL: € 
16,00 ©.
• Eric Besançon large size paintings: F4U Corsair 
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter: € 30,00 P & 
P included ©.
• Poster N°1 Avions de la seconde guerre mondi-
ale peint by Jean Bellis, 61x81cm: € 9,00 (FW 
Members), € 10,00 (Non Members) © + P & P.
• Greeting cards with Jean Bellis’ profiles: € 4,00 
each (P & P according to quantity) ©.
• Roy Grinnell prints - Normandie Niemen, F4U7, 
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned : € 30,00 + P & P 
€ 10,00. Signed by veterans : € 50,00 + P & P € 
10,00 ©.
• Roy Grinnell print of the Piper Cub: € 10 + P & P 
(FW Members), € 15 + P & P (Non members).
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 
Marauder and Neuneu) : € 0,50 each (P & P 
according to quantity) ©.
• CD Rom of all FW Newsletters since January 
2000, French and English, and 200 photos of 
warbirds taken during Airsho in Midland, by B. 
Delfino : € 10,00 P & P included ©.

WING PROJECTS
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Roger GOUZON
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Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
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Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
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Kim TOLFREE
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Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN

SKY RUNNER   -   TOPGUNART.COM  -  EPSON
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE   -   DIFFUSION SERVICE

EDITIONS LARIVIERE   -   UNIVERS PUB  -  SWISS INTERNATIONAL

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
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FLYING SPONSORS

Gilles Avenel
Jean-Yves Cercy
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Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
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Roy Grinnell

Patrick Pierre-Pierre
Sandy Sansing
SKY RUNNER

RESTORATION SPONSORS

Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury

Maurice Girard
John Roeder

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Lilian Ayars
Fumiko Delfino

Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
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Haruo Tanaka
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SPONSORING SYSTEM

Flying Sponsor
250€ per year + 25€ per hour

Restoration Sponsor
125€ per year + 40€ per hour

Supporting Sponsor
50€ per year + 55€ per hour

Non Sponsor
0€ per year + 80€ per hour


