
TEX HILL, HERO OF THE 
FLYING TIGERS AND MEMBER 
OF THE CAF AND THE FRENCH 
WING, PASSED AWAY ON 
OCTOBER 11 - TEX WAS A 
HERO BUT, BEFORE ALL, A 
GREAT MAN AND A FRIEND (P. 11)
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EDITORIAL

News and events occurred at a high rate dur-
ing the end of September and beginning of 
October, so high that this Newsletter that I had 
prepared before our departure for Midland in 
order to save some time, had to be done again 
completely as soon as we were back home. The 
pages which had been ready for weeks had to be 
broken, and this edition has nothing in common 
with what had been prepared. The contents of 
this October Newsletter will tell you more about 
the reasons for these major changes, and I 
sincerely thank all our readers for their patience 
and their understanding.

I will let you read these news, some good, some 
less good, and I shall take the opportunity of 
this editorial to call on every member's civic 
spirit and good will for the French Wing. Follow-
ing the illness that col. Philippe Duflot suffers 
from, and his current weak physical state, he has 
decided not to re-apply for the position of Fi-
nance Officer that he was elected for three years 
ago. This is why, today, our Unit must keep 
an exemplary cohesion, and I wish that one or 
several members apply for this position which is 
vital for our Association. The call for candidates 
for the jobs of Finance and Executive Officers, 
has had, to this date, no result at all, despite 
the announcement of Philippe's decision. As 
our eligible members know, as indicated in the 
letter I sent them recently, I will look after this 
task of replacing Philippe until December 31 
only. Therefore, I ask each of our members to 
consider their possible application for these 
positions of Finance Officer, hoping that several 
of them will offer their help in a very near future. 
I thank these members for calling the Board of 
Administration as soon as possible so that we 
can discuss this problem.

Bad news rarely come alone they say… Alas, 
this adage has been verified once again when it 
was announced that our friend Tex Hill, whom 
we were honored to have as a member, had 
passed away. Our most sincere condolences go 
to his wife and his family.

Bernard
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VERY HIGH ATTENDANCE OF THE FRENCH 
WING FOR THE FINA-CAF AIRSHO 2007 !
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THE NAME OF BOB RICE'S RE-
PLACEMENT AT THE HEAD 
OF THE CAF HAS BEEN AN-
NOUNCED :THE FRENCH WING 
WELCOMES STEPHAN C. 
BROWN, NEW DIRECTOR ! 

FOLLOWING HIS HEALTH 
PROBLEMS, COL. PHILIPPE 
DUFLOT HAS DECIDED TO 
STOP HIS DUTIES AS FI-
NANCE OFFICER : ALL MEM-
BERS OF THE FRENCH WING 
ARE ASKED TO HELP !
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AIRSHO version 2007 will be remem-
bered for two major facts : The nice 
and hot weather that prevailed during 
our entire stay, and the high number of 
members of the French Wing who were 
present for this great annual event.

The list of these members is as follows : 
Hugh Alexander III, Jean Barbaud, 
François Bergeon, Didier Cardinal, 
George Chandler (4), Arnaud Chatton, 
Jacqueline Clerc (3), Claude De Marco, 
Jean-Christophe Debuisson (3), Fumiko 
(3) et Bernard Delfino, Stéphane 
Duchemin, Ken Fields, Maurice Girard, 
Roger Gouzon, Irene et Roy Grinnell 
(7), Barbara et Aubrey Hair (5), Alain 
Jimenez, Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, 
Jim Lux, Léon Manoukians, Jean-Claude 
Miniggio (7), Patrick Pierre-Pierre, 
Frédéric Pollicella, Antoine Roels, 
Sandy Sansing (4), Matt Simek, Gordon 
Stevenson, Gilles Troussard, and Ron 
Wright, in total 33 members of the 
French Wing of which many travelled 
with members of their family or friends. 
Col. Philippe Duflot, being 
ill, had cancelled his trip, but 
his wife Danielle, came with 
his sister and one of their three 
daughters and her boy friend. 
The group related to the 
French Wing was, therefore, 
42 people, a figure that broke 
all preceding records !

The great majority of these 
members made the right 
decision to chose one of 
the most luxurious hotels in Midland, 
the Holiday Inn Express, which was 
unanimously appreciated by all, thanks 
to its impeccable cleanliness, and the 

kindness and efficiency of its personnel. 
We owe this excellent choice to Irene 
Grinnell who had been working relent-
lessly ever since December 2006 to get 
the best service for the best price. It was 
a complete success since this hotel is, 

on everyone's opinion, the best we have 
used during all these years that we have 
been travelling to Midland. The daily 
price of $ 100,00 for a room suitable for 

1 to 4 persons, 
included, without 
any supplement, 
and for all occu-
pants, a breakfast 
whose quality was 
perfect, includ-
ing hard boiled 
eggs, scrambled 
eggs, omelettes, 
bacon, sausages, 
yoghourts, fruits, 
cereals, toasts, 
muffins, cheese, 
fruit juice, etc. 
The value of this 
meal is estimated 

to be around 10 to 15 Dollars per per-
son in the usual restaurants !… A simple 
calculation allowed our members to 
realize how wise was the choice of this 
hotel. Another evident advantage of this 
selection is the fact that this hotel is 

located far away from the rail 
road and the continuous use 
of their horn by the locomo-
tives, by day and by night, 
a problem that we suffered 
from, every year, in the past. 
A big bravo to Irene Grinnell 
for this choice and for the 
good work she performed 
during the past ten months so 
that everyone is fully happy 
about their stay. She perfectly 
reached her goals, and we sin-

cerely thank her for that !

The proximity of the Holiday Inn 
Express with the major malls of 
Midland was a real advantage which 
allowed everyone to save some money 
and time. An important bonus that 
we did not suspect until we put it into 
practice.

The biggest group coming from 
France arrived in Midland on Tuesday 
September 25 in the evening, just in 
time to have a late dinner in one of the 
best Italian restaurants of Midland, the 
Olive Garden.

The following day was dedicated 
to our traditional visit to the CAF 
Headquarters and to the presentation 
of small gifts to their personnel. A visit 
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that we look forward to 
every year with great pleas-
ure. We were welcomed 
with so much warmth and 
big smiles that we imme-
diately all felt at home. A 
visit to the CAF gift shop 
allowed everyone to buy 
the usual uniforms or gifts, 
then the visit of the AAHM 
museum made us travel 
through time and get back 
into the reality of WWII, 
a nice way to remind eve-
ryone of the basic reasons 
for the very existence of our 
organization.

Many airplanes had not arrived yet, but 
still, the tarmac was fairly full : Avenger, 
Helldiver, Wildcat, Mustang, B-24, B-
29, C-45, P-82, Stearman, Sentinel, etc, 
filled the area outside the hangar quite 
well. It allowed everyone to take their 
first pictures quietly, without the distur-
bance of the enthusiastic and numerous 
week-end crowd. A visit to the High 
Sky Wing let get a quick lunch made 
of hamburgers or hot dogs. Despite the 
simplicity of this meal, this halt in the 
hangar, surrounded by airplanes and 
military vehicles in restoration, ena-
bled us to meet or get acquainted with 
numerous friends residing in Midland 
or somewhere else. The rest of the day 
was spent in the traditional shopping 
in the Midland malls, and some even 

dived in the hotel swimming pool 
before we went off to another restaurant 
for a pleasant and happy dinner.

The following day, Thursday, had for 
main objectives the picture taking of 
the planes arrived since the day before, 
and the French Wing dinner in the 
asian restaurant Asian Buffet, located 
very close to our hotel. Our friends 
Jim and Terry Adams had, once again, 
perfectly organized this evening. A large 

dinning room was reserved for us, and 
the presence of about 50 guests - an-
other record that the French Wing 
broke that night - showed how everyone 
appreciate our Wing.

The evening started with an aperitif 
made of sweet white wine, 6 bottles of 
which had been brought in our luggage 
from France, especially for this occa-
sion. Out Unit Leader had prepared 
a short speech that allowed him to 
enumerate the long list of events that 
punctuated the life of our Association 
since AIRSHO 2006. Then, he took 
this opportunity to thank the members 
who worked hard along this past year, 
especially col. Roger Gouzon, as well 
as the most generous donors : George 
Chandler, Marcel Francisci, Regis 

Urschler, and 
Sandy Sansing. 
Once the 
applause calmed 
down, col. Jim 
Lux thanked the 
French Wing 
for all that had 
been done to 
make their stay 
as pleasant as 
possible dur-
ing their visit 
in 2007. Col. 
Sandy Sansing 
expressed 

with great emotion his gratitude for 
col. Philippe Duflot who was instru-
mental in the granting of his Légion 
d'Honneur, and for everything that the 
French Wing has done for him ever 
since our first encounter in 1993.

The immense buffet was then the target 
of a collective raid, and conversations 
went on all evening. The accountant of 
the evening, and permanent PX Officer, 
col. Fumiko Delfino, kept the accounts 

for that evening and sold 
many pins and patches.

The following day included 
the mini-air show especially 
organized for the handi-
capped kids and adults of 
the area, from 10 to 11 
AM. The CAF General 
Assembly followed at 15:00, 
and the  ACAHOF banquet 
took place in the evening, 
an event during which our 
member and friend George 
Chandler was about to be 
induced in the CAF Hall 
of Fame. It is interesting 

to note that the French Wing is prob-
ably the only CAF Unit which includes 
three of its members in the ACAHOF : 
Tex Hill, Sandy Sansing, and George 

Chandler, and, of course, col. Hank 
Potter who also had this great honor 
when he represented the Doolittle 
Raiders at the time they were induced 
in this venerable organization, lead with 
excellence by col. Ken Fields, another 
member of our Unit. For this induction 
of George into the ACAHOF, Roy had 
done a fantastic painting (6) that liter-
ally shocked George when he discovered 
it, due to the exactness of the plane 
and his own portrait. The small size 
of the image reproduced here does not 
pay tribute to the beauty of this work, 
because of the limited space available 
in these pages. Amateurs will be able to 
ask Roy and Irene Grinnell how they 
can get a print of it.

Unfortunately for those who wanted to 
attend this banquet, but had not made 
any reservation, this event had been 
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sold out long before we got to Midland. 
Only Barbara and Aubrey Hair, Matt 
Simek, Roy and Irene Grinnell, and, 
of course, George Chandler, the "star 
of the show", were able to attend this 
grand and moving evening. Their com-
ments the following day made all the 
other members regret that they could 
not be part of the celebration. Next year 
may be…

Our Unit Leader, acting as a photog-
rapher, worked hard for the magazines 
that gave him the task to bring back 
pictures of this annual event. To that 
purpose, he was lucky to fly aboard 
a C-53 (Special version of the C-47), 
with, for target planes, the Hellcat (1), 
the Zero (1), and the B-24 (Cover). 
This flight was uneventful, and was 
flown in a relatively calm atmosphere, 
in the warm early morning light that 
was filtered by some soft haze.

The landing of the planes that took part 
in this photo flight coincided with the 
start of the Special Show For Special 
People, a generous operation that brings 
a little happiness to those victims of a 
life that is too often cruel. Satisfaction 
was evident on their faces. There were 
many of them, and the great number 
of buses who transported these handi-
capped spectators confirmed the grow-
ing success of this show. As she gener-
ously do each year, col. Fumiko Delfino 
helped with the smooth running of this 
event.

At precisely 15:00, the CAF General 
Assembly started. Several hundreds of 
CAF members gathered in the CAF 
hangar for this annual meeting. The 
French Wing received a special men-
tion due to the great number of its 
members. Nine of them were honored 
by the granting of an Award. The fol-
lowing list of these awards and their 
recipients includes a summary of each 
citation which came with these distinc-
tions :

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD

Fumiko DELFINO
For the amount of work she performed along 
the past year in all sorts of activities like 
cooking, polishing, painting, wood work, 
cleaning, aircraft maintenance, etc…

Philippe DUFLOT
For the amount of work he performed single-
handedly to obtain the Légion d'Honneur 
distinction for Sandy Sansing, and his 
"fight" against bureaucracy during more 
than two years in order to reach his goals.

Roger GOUZON
For the incredible number of working 
hours he did on the French Wing's air-
planes and the equipment related to them, 
for his generous and positive attitude, and 
for his permanent financial support to the 
French Wing.

SILVER MAGNOLIA BLOSSOM 
AWARD

Bernard DELFINO
For his permanent and total dedication to 
the accomplishment of the CAF goals ever 
since the creation of the French Wing, and 
for having turned a dream into reality.

Barbara HAIR
For sacrificing her personal life in order 
to attend the Wing Staff Conference in 
Midland in February 2007, and for repre-
senting the French Wing, for her perseverance 
and her willing attitude, and for her role as 
Ambassador of the French Wing in the USA.

UNIT SERVICE AWARD

Jean-Yves CERCY
For the amount of work he has performed 
in the maintenance of the French Wing 
airplanes, for his quest for technical docu-
ments, and for his friendly and helpful 
attitude which plays a great role in the 
good reputation of the French Wing and 
the CAF.

LETTER OF COMMENDATION

Christophe BASTIDE
For his permanent participation in the 
French Wing events, for his help to the PX, 
and for his participation in the mainte-
nance of the French Wing's airplanes.

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
For her various gifts of tools and products, 
for her constant efforts of recruitment, and 
for the articles she wrote for the French 
Wing's Newsletter.

Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
For his work creating a safety program and 
for his quest for technical documents and 
spare parts that he purchased at his own 
expense.

People or outside organizations who 
helped the French Wing, and, therefore, 
the CAF, were also rewarded as follows :

NON MEMBER SERVICE AWARD

Jean-Luc JENTEL
For his generous help, his time, and his 
efficient technical advice to the French 
Wing mechanics in the maintenance and 
the trouble-shooting of technical problems 
ever since the purchase of the French Wing 
first airplane, the Piper J-3 Cub.

MUSÉE DE L'AIR ET DE L'ESPACE
For its help to the French Wing and the 
CAF materialized by the organization, 
within the Museum's buildings, various 
events which helped the promotion of our 
organization among the French public.

Finally, a French Wing member was 
surprized to receive the distinction 
which rewards the best "goof" of the 
year. This undesirable distinction went 
to the CAF Chief of Staff, col. Gordon 
Stevenson, also member of the French 
Wing. One suspects that this granting 
especially helped the previous holder of 
this Award, a member of the General 
Staff , to get rid of this embarrassing 
distinction he obtained a year ago…

BRASS JACKASS

Gordon STEVENSON

At the end of AIRSHO 2006 Gordon 
was the victim of a failure of the braking 
system on his own T-6 personnel as he was 
following another plane of the same type. 
This T-6 stopped taxiing, but Gordon was 
unable to do so too, with the consequences 
that one can easily imagine. (Note : 
Gordon had the courage to do his own 
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Left, Bob Rice and 
his wife thank 
the assembly for 
the great honor 
he received when 
the Headquarters 
building was named 
"Col. Bob R Rice 
Administration 
Building - Interna-
tional Headquar-
ters", a well-de-
served honor after 
17 years of perfect 
management of the 
CAF !8
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analysis of this accident in a CAF Safety 
Bulletin soon after the event so that 
others would not make the same mis-
take, which is a courageous and honor-
able decision).

CAF-FINA AIRSHO 2007

Most members of the French Wing had 
wisely opted for the renting of a seat in 
the Fighter Squadron chalet. The cost 
was $ 90.00 on Saturday and $ 40.00 on 
Sunday. A seat in this chalet had several 
advantages, the most important of which 
was  the protection from the hot Midland 
sunshine, where, during the day, the 
temperature reached 98° each day ! To the 
comfort of this shade was added a meal 
of excellent quality, an airshow program, 
an AIRSHO 2007 cap, and 
drinks and snacks were avail-
able throughout the day. Irene 
and Roy Grinnell were the 
only ones who could not take 
advantage of this possibility 
because they had a booth in 
the hangar, together with Jean 
Barbaud, where they had a 
real success with art lovers and 
made some business.

The hangar contained numer-
ous other booths, more or less linked with 
aviation, and one can hope that, in future, 
they all are, for the pleasure of aviation 
lovers, like one finds in Oshkosh. Several 
members found good items on these 
booths and bought various souvenirs, like, 
for example, col. Léon Manoukians who 
brought back a big model, 1/18 scale, of 
the F-6F Hellcat !
The air display started at noon and did 
not stop until 5 PM. Many airplanes were 

present, and if 
one noticed the 
absence of the 
P-39 Airacobra, 
of the B-25 
Mitchell Yellow 
Rose, of the 
Junkers 52, and 
of the P-40, vic-
tims of various 
technical prob-
lems, the aircraft 
present repre-
sented a very 
nice sampling of WWII airplane.

Tora ! Tora ! Tora ! started the show as 
usual. The role of the P-36 was played by 
an excellent replica of the P-64, a fighter 
plane derived from the T-6, of which a 
small number were used by the USAAC 
at the beginning of the war. The sky 
above Midland was filled with Japanese 
airplanes, and the smoke produced by 
the explosions orchestrated by the CAF 
pyrotechnics detachment surprized those 
who had never seen this show before, and 
delighted those who are used to this show 
and never get tired of it.

Then it was the turn of the different 
air battles of the war to be accurately 
re-enacted, not forgetting the parade of 
military training airplanes, a show less 
war-like but just as impressive, thanks 
to the great number of planes that were 
put into the air. It was, for the specta-
tors, a means to honor this important 
aspect of the air forces, and, for the CAF 
Unit members who look after them, an 
occasion to proudly present the result of 

their maintenance 
and restoration 
work that they 
perform all year 
long. These planes 
are less spectacular 
than Mustangs 
and other 
Corsairs, but just 
as valuable from a 
historical point of 
view.

The air display of the medium and heavy 
bombers, as well as the transport planes, 
was one of the most spectacular sequences 
of the show which impressed everyone. To 
get to fly simultaneously one B-17, one 
B-24, two B-25, two A-26, four C-47/C-
53, one C-46, one P-51, one P-47, and 
two C-45, is a true performance whose 
intensity amazed even those who are used 
to this show !

The raid on Ploesti was played by the B-
24 Ol'927 newly modified and decorated 
by the CAF mechanic (magician ?), Garry 
Austin, and by the biggest explosion ever 

produced by the Blastards, 
pyrotechnicians of the CAF, 
over a length of half a mile !… 
It is too bad that this spectacu-
lar explosion was not repro-
duced the following day with 
the same dimension as the day 
before, but one must say that 
the cost of these explosions is 
far from being negligible since 
no less than 3000 litres of ker-
osene are necessary to this pyro 
show over the whole week-end, 

and that is not free !

The Navy and the USAF were omnipres-
ent throughout the show, thanks to the 
Wildcat, Hellcat, Corsair, Mustang, and 

Thunderbolt, and emotion reached a 
peak during the formation flights of these 
venerable warbirds with modern jets like 
the F-15 and F-18 during the famous 
Heritage Flight and Legacy Flight.

The Vietnam war was well illustrated by 
an excellent staging whose actors were 
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the Skyraider, B-26, O-2, C-47, and 
other helicopters like the Huey and the 
Cobra.

Punctuated by a few aerobatics, the 
show ended with the beautiful spectacle 
given by the team of T-28, the Trojan 
Horsemen and by the traditional and 
emotional Missing Man.
Stupefied by these two days of extraor-
dinary air show that only the CAF has 
the secret, our members  gathered in 
the CAF hangar, acting as the O'club, 
for the Survivors' Party, an arrange-
ment which is better than the old white 
and blue tent used during the previous 
years.

Most of our members went back to 
France the following day, but some 
toured Texas before going home, 
like cols. Jacqueline Clerc, Léon 
Manoukians, and Jean-Christophe 
Debuisson. We wish to highlight the 
kindness and obligingness displayed by 

Jean-Christophe during his entire stay 
by perfectly looking after Jacqueline 
Clerc, Léon Manoukians, and Claude 
De Marco, who had some difficulty in 
moving around. A big thank you Jean-
Christophe !

Thanks to the high number of its mem-
bers, the French Wing played a role 
which was far from negligible during 
this week-end, and they even had the 
honors of the TV channel NBC when 
they interviewed our Leader and filmed 
our group during the General Assembly, 
sequences which were largely broadcast-
ed during the whole week-end.

AIRSHO 2007 was also a perfect 
occasion for several of our members 
to fly on some extraordinary aircraft : 
Cols. Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, 
Arnaud Chatton, and Jean-Christophe 

Debuisson 
bought a flight 
in the Mustang 
P-51D, Marie-
Françoise reiter-
ated in the B-24 
Liberator, Léon 
Manoukians 
flew in the SBD 
Dauntless and 
the B-25, and 
Jean-Claude 
Miniggio and 
Patrick Pierre-
Pierre flew in the 
T-6 which was 
piloted by col. 
François Bergeon. 
The smile across their faces said a 
lot about the pleasure they got from 
these moments aboard these fantastic 
machines !

In the evening of Saturday, col. Matt 
Simek (15) gratified us with a private  

projection of the 
TV show he is 
finalizing, and 
which is about 
the true story 
of the P-38 raid 
which saw the 
end of Admiral 
Yamamoto whose 
plane was shot 
down by Rex 
Barber. This first 
part of about an 
hour duration 
is a real master-
piece in audio-
video production 
because it does 

not leave any aspect of this controversy 
in the dark, and it demonstrates clearly 
that Rex Barber was the one who was 
the true actor of the success of this 
raid.

This report would not be complete if 
we didn't thank the kindness of several 
people who made our stay in Midland 
so memorable : Sharon McKay (8), 
assistant of Bob Rice who looked after 
us during the whole week, Bob Rice 
who appreciated our presence like 
he always did before, Donna Blalack 
who solved the little administrative 
problems met by some of us during 
the AG, Barbara and Aubrey Hair 
who donated several T shirts of the 
Cavanaugh Museum and some home-
made jam jars which will be auctioned 
during our General Assembly next 
month, Hugh Alexander III who 

rented a table in the O'Club so that 
our members could take a rest dur-
ing their stay, as well as a 15 seater 
mini-bus for the transportation of our 
members, Jean Barbaud who donated 
several large size cartoons of Tex Hill's 
P-40, today on sale by the PX, Alain 
Jimenez who donated a superb model 
of a C-46 to Roy Grinnell and also 
rented a table in the O'Club, Sandy 
Sansing who took the opportunity 
of this event to pay his 2008/2009 
annual dues, his sponsorship of the 
Piper Cub for 2008, and made a dona-
tion of 700 euros (!) to the projects 
of the French Wing, Jim and Nancy 
Lux who paid for the numerous pizzas 
which concluded Matt Simek's video 
projection, and Ron Wright who only 
came to Midland to attend the French 
Wing dinner (A wonderful proof of 
his enthusiasm !), Marc Chevalier and 
Jean-Pierre Jacqueline, reporters of 
the SIRPA, well known by the people 
who attend air shows in France, who 
came to Midland for the first time, 
and whose good humor and enthu-
siasm were appreciated by all of us, 
and many others whose list would be 
too long for the limited space we have 
available. A big thank you to all these 
faithful friends who demonstrated so 
much enthusiasm for our modest Unit 
and for the CAF.

We will see you all again in Midland for 
AIRSHO 2008 !
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LENS

The air show in Lens took place on Sun-
day September 2. The weather was fair 
and the organizers made our life easy by 
providing hotel rooms and meals.

The PX was set among the public area 
which allowed for some good business, 
proportionally better than the one we 
did in La Ferté-Alais which lasts a whole 
wekk-end as everyone knows. One must 
say that the public in the northern part 
of France is particularly warm, sympa-
thetic, and open to our explanations 
about the goals and reasons of the exist-
ence of the French Wing.

Cols. Claude Gascon (Above right) and 
Roger Gouzon flew in with the Piper 
Cub, while col. Bernard Delfino drove 
the Unit's vehicle in which had been 
loaded the tent and all the PX items. 
On the airfield, col. Marie-Françoise Le 
Cornec, who came from Luxemburg, 
was waiting  for them since the morn-
ing. On Sunday, these members were 
joined by cols. Dominique Deudon and 
his friend (Above center), and Patrick 
Gremez (Above left).

Col. Claude Gascon did a perfect in-
flight display of the Piper Cub with 
sharp turns, side-slips, and fly-byes at 
"high speed", at least as fast as this plane 
can fly. The entire display was very 
nice and the public was pleased. Bravo 
Claude !

Col. Fumiko Delfino was in Japan 
where she was helping the French team 
in the World athletics championship, 

so the PX was run by Marie-Françoise, 
Roger, and Bernard, who kept a good 
and friendly contact with the numerous 

public of more 
than 30000 
enthusiastic 
persons.

The only prob-
lem that was 
met occured at 
the end of the 
show : Claude 
and Roger flew 
back aboard 
the Spirit of 
Lewis and 
left at 17h30 
so that they 
would beback 
in Le Plessis 
before the night, 

Marie-Françoise who had to drive about 
250 miles to get back to Luxemburg left 
at about the same time, and Dominique 
had to leave early for personal reasons. 
Therefore, only Patrick and Bernard 
were left to take down the tent, put 
away the PX, and load the vehicle. It 
took them three hours of hard work for 
a task that nor-
mally requires 
four people. 
However, the 
managed to 
overcome this 
difficulty, and 
Bernard was 
able to get on 
the road at 
21h00, which 
made him ar-
rive at Roger's 
garage at 23h30 
to drop the van 
and the PX.

Patrick's help was, no doubt, the most 
important fact of this week-end. His 
good mood helped the solving of all the 
problems we met during this phase, and 
we will never thank him enough for his 
kindness and his goodwill !

Our hopes to never find ourselves in 
such a situation were, alas, contradicted 
during the air show in Toussus le Noble, 
as you will read hereafter…

TOUSSUS LE NOBLE

On Friday September 14, cols. Roger 
Gouzon and Bernard Delfino drove 
to Toussus, in order to set up our tent 
and be ready on Saturday morning to 
welcome the public.

There, they saw with great disappoint-
ment that the booths, either profes-
sional or ours, had been set in an area, 
behind the hangars, where the public 
only walked through to get to the 
tarmac where the planes were displayed 
and where they could watch the show 
from !

Cols. Jean-Yves Cercy and Roger 
Gouzon flew in with the Piper Cub on 
Saturday morning, and the plane was 
parked for the night after a promising 
rehearsal of Jean-Yves' presentation of 
the plane.

The PX sold a few things, but, com-
paratively a lot less than in Lens. The 
reasons were a much smaller number of 
spectators despite the respectable size 
of the show and the number of planes 
displayed, and a ticket price of 15 € 
when the air show in Lens was com-
pletely free !

SEPTEMBRE AIR SHOWS

Left to right : Cols. Jean-Yves Cercy, Michel Perrin, Christophe Bastide, Roger 
Gouzon, and Fumiko Delfino.
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Col. Fumiko 
Delfino, who had 
come back from 
Japan, was helped 
with the PX by 
cols. Michel Per-
rin on Saturday, 
and by Chris-
tophe Bastide 
during the whole 
week-end. To-
gether, they did 
miracles which 
paid the cost of 
driving to the air-
field. We prefer to make nbo comment 
about the sales on Saturday which saw a 
rare public visit our booth because many 
people wisely refused to pay 8 € when 
there was no air display during the day, 
except for a few episodic and unpredict-
able training flights.

Getting back home on Saturday evening 
was very painful because of the heavy 
trafic that blocked all Paris highways, re-
sulting in a trip that lasted more than 2 

hours at an average speed of 18,75 miles 
per hour for a distance of 40,6 miles 
between Toussus and Villepinte !… Go-
ing back to Toussus on Sunday morning 
was, fortunately, a lot quicker, and we 
were ready at 9 AM.

Jean-Yves performed the same beautiful 
air presentation of the J-3, but he ad-
mitted that he did a 360° as he was leav-
ing the runway after landing. This, how-

ever, represented no risk for the airplane 
or himself, and one must admit that this 
airplane prefers grass runways a lot more 
that concrete ones. It is not the first 
time that this kind of incident happens 
with this aircraft, be it because of cross 
winds, hard runways, or a combination 
of the two, resulting on a more surpriz-
ing than dangerous attitude. Friend 
pilots, be careful if you find yourself 
in the same circumstances- ! Very fair, 
Jean-Yves insisted that this incident 

was included in 
this report so 
that everyone 
is aware of this 
risk.

The nice 
weather that 
prevailed during 
the day helped 
the general good 
feeling through-
out the week-
end, and we 

met numerous friends, among which 
Eric Cassaillou, organizer of the fly-in 
in Meaux, who arrived with his superb 
Noralpha. The few photos printed here 
give a much better idea of the show than 
a rebarbative list of the planes which 
attended this event.

The Piper Cub slot time for departure 
was 17h30, which allowed Jean-Yves 
and Roger to land at a reasonable time 

in Le Plessis. 
Helpful Chris-
tophe had a 
four hours drive 
before him, and 
a days work the 
following day, 
and had to leave 
at 18:00.

This is how 
occured the 
same difficulty 

that we experi-
enced two weeks 
before in Lens : 
To put away the 
PX, take down 
the tent, and 
load the vehicle, 
before driving 
all the way to 
Villepinte, with 
only 2 members : 
Cols. Fumiko 
and Bernard 
Delfino !… 

This task took them three hours, a real 
exploit, which, however, they could have 
happily done without !…

It is therefore now up to all our 
members to sincerely see if they think 
that this situation is normal, or if they 
believe that, in future, they must help 
more efficiently an activity which is 
paramount for the life of our Unit, be 
it from a financial or a relational point 
of view…
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RENNES
By col. Claude Gascon

Once upon a time in the West… 
Rennes, and a poor lone some pilot… Of 
course !… Nearly the whole Wing was 
in Midland !

Therefore, I left on my own on Friday 
at 11h30’ with a very low profile arrival 
in L’Aigle where no one was expecting 
me.  After many phone calls, THREE  
very long hours later, I was able to 
refuel our valiant J-3 whose 
the 65 HP were ready to 
take me to Laval where I 
landed to refuel again, with 
another aircraft going to the 
air show in Rennes : A Yak 3 
which had taken on more 
than 500 litres of 100 LL…

I could have flown directly 
to Rennes, but col. Cédric 
Malhaire (Right and below, 
left), fearing there could 
be some heavy traffic on 
arrival, advised me to take 
on enough gas to circle for 
some time.

Here I am, transponder switched on, 
flying to entry point SE in Rennes. The 
ATC controller advises me that I was 
about to be passed on the right by a CRV 
airliner. He gives me clearance for a direct 
approach, behind the CRV, and asks me 
to avoid overtaking it. I obey without any 
problem (!), lands on runway 28, takes 
the first exit point on the left, and reach 
the parking area where Cédric 
and his friends of the ACRIV 
(Aéro Club de Rennes et de 
l’Ille et Vilaine) welcome 
me warmly. The ACRIV 
hangar will host the Piper 
Cub until Monday morn-
ing. Cédric then gives me a 
visit of the hangar of Yankee 
Delta and in particular the 3 
superb Fouga Magister, the 
Broussard, and the Zlin, of 
which he is responsible for 
the maintenance.

The following day, col. Christophe 
Bastide (Below right) and his son Théo 
(Below center) arrived, followed by col. 
Jean Roeder and his wife Anne (Below 
and around Claude).

At 11 o'clock sharp took place the pilots 
briefing. The air display starts at 13:
00, except for the French Wing whose 
display is timed for 12h29’ the following 
day. This gives me a chance to meet a 
few "Fly-boys" whose aircraft makes us 
dream : Rafale, Super Etendard, Vampire, 

Pitts, Mustang, Spitfire (Below), Me109 
(Top right), Hellcat, Morane 406, Fouga 
in the PAF colors, and, especially, two 
extraordinary men : Ramon Josa pilot 
of the Corsair based in Avignon, and 
Christian Moullec pilot of an ultra-
light. He had a big round of applause 
Christian Moullec at the conclusion of 
his flight in formation with his "kids" 
(5 goose and 4 cranes) which loudly 
signalled their pleasure to fly in forma-
tion with their Mom ultra-light. A 
great moment of softness and poetry, 
just like the musical aerobatics display 
of the “Swift” sailplane. As for Ramon 
Josa, he allowed me to climb aboard his 
Corsair to see and take a picture of the 
dash board. A Corsair is high, and it's 
almost more difficult to sit in it as it is 
to get in the Piper Cub's front seat ! All 
other planes were also largely applauded, 
even the noisy ones like the Rafale and 

its after-burners. Bernard Chabbert was 
there too, and I managed to give him a 

leaflet about he CAF and the 
French wing, which he will 
make good use of, I hope.

The following day, same pro-
gram, with the pilots briefing 
at 9 AM, and the same in-
flight display, except that the 
PAF will be replaced by the 
Red Arrows, and the French 
Wing which will have the 
honor to present its Piper J-3. 
Overall, two beautiful days 
with just a small deterioration 
at the end of the day, during 
the Red Arrows show. The 

front took all night to get by which will 
allow me to take off behind the Me109 at 
around 11h00 with a first stop in Alençon, 
then Le Plessis, these two legs being flown 

a lot faster than on the way in. As I was 
descending towards Alençon, I reached 90 
Kts ground speed several times (80 Mph 
on the clock). The 15 to 20 Kts tail wind 
made me save 50 minutes on the flight I 
did coming in.

A big Thank You to the 
organizers, Gaëlle and Cédric 
for their warm welcome, 
Christophe for the mini PX, 
Théo for cleaning so well the 
J-3 (Above), and Jean and 
Anne Roeder. Jean seemed 
happy about the presence of 
the Me109 which he organ-
ized. As for the Me262, it will 
be for a future air show ! See 
you all for the GA in Pont du 
Château !



FRENCH WING
ANNUAL DUES

LATE MEMBERS : YOU ARE NOW 
RUNNING THE RISK OF NOT 

RECEIVING OUR NEWSLETTER 
ANY LONGER !

The annual dues for the French Wing are :

• 50,00 € if you are a colonel, Associate 
Member, or Friend of the French Wing 
($ 50.00 if you live outside Europe. See 
below).
• 20,00 € if you are a CAF Cadet.

If your name is not on the list below, we 
thank you for sending your participation 
as soon as possible :

Hugh Alexander III, Gilles Avenel, Lilian 
Ayars, Jean Barbaud, Christophe Bastide, 
Bunty Bateman, Shirley Bateman, François 
Bergeon, Guy Bortolus, Damien Bourgaux, 
Didier Bourrassier, Henri Bourrassier, 
Merrill Butikofer, Claude Cardinal, Didier 
Cardinal, Ernest Cartigny, Jean-Yves Cercy, 
George Chandler, Cédric Chanu, Arnaud 
Chatton, Jacqueline Clerc, Daniel Costelle, 
William Davies, Jean-Christophe Debuisson, 
Dominique Deudon, Bernard & Fumiko 
Delfino, Jacques Delorme, Claude De Marco, 
Stéphane Duchemin, Eric Ducreau, Philippe 
Duflot, Ken Fields, Michel Fleury, John 
Francis, Marcel Francisci, Claude Gascon, 
Louis-Jean Gioux, Maurice Girard, Roger 
Gouzon, Patrick Gremez, Roy & Irene 
Grinnell, Aubrey & Barbara Hair, Tex Hill, 
Yves Houssin, Rick & Louise Hudlow, Alain 
Jimenez, Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, Marcel 
Ledoux, Julien Lepelletier, Jacques Leroux, 
Isabelle Lesser, George Lodge, Jim Lux, 
Cédric Malhaire, Léon Manoukians, Georges 
Marcelin, Jean-Claude Miniggio, Guy Perrin, 
Michel Perrin, Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Betty 
Piland, Frédéric Pollicella, Daphne Prebble, 
Hervé Quefféléant, Claude Requi, Guy 
Robert, John Roeder, Antoine Roels, Marcel 
Ruppert, Sandy Sansing, Matt Simek, Semaan 
Soueid, Haruo Tanaka, Alphonse Thiry, 
Leon Thomas, Terran Tidwell, Christian 
Tournemine, Gilles Troussard, Regis Urschler, 
Jean-Jacques Verrier, Bernard Violette, Roger 
Vaucamp, Orlan Wichmann, Stella Wilkes, 
Ronald Wright.

In France, the payment is done by 
writing a cheque to the CAF French 
Wing. If you live in the USA, send a 
cheque written to Roy Grinnell, and 

specifying the reason for this payment, 
to the following address :

Roy Grinnell
P.O. Box 719
LITTLE ELM

Texas 75068 USA

The others should mail a  $ 50.00 note 
in a letter. Make sure you slide the 
money between two sheets of cardboard.

FRENCH WING
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

To this day, the list of participants is as 
follows :

• Christophe Bastide (1)
• Henri Bourrassier (2)
• Didier Bourrassier (1)
• Guy Bortolus (1)
• Jacqueline Clerc (1)
• Fumiko et Bernard Delfino (2)
• Claude De Marco (1)
• Philippe Duflot (2 - Sous réserve)
• Michel Fleury (1)
• John Francis (2)
• Claude Gascon (1)
• Louis-Jean Gioux (2)
• Roger Gouzon (1)
• Marie-Françoise Le Cornec (1)
• Jacques Leroux (1)
• Cédric Malhaire (Sous réserve)
• Léon Manoukians (1)
• Michel Perrin (1)
• Patrick Pierre-Pierre (2)
• John Roeder (2)
• Christian Tournemine (2)
• Jean-Pierre Vésine (1)

Should you have forgotten to list yourself, 
thanks for telling us immediately. 

Please do tell col. Henri Bourrassier who 
is organizing this event for us (Telephone : 
04 73 83 21 72 or Mobile : 06 50 91 05 
01).

The hotel where we will stay, where this 
meeting will take place, and where we will 
take our meals, is :

L'Estredelle
24 Rue du Pont
Pont du Château

Tél : 04 73 83 28 18
Fax : 04 73 83 55 23

Web site : www.hotel-estredelle.com

ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
AND FINANCE OFFICERS

Never before has the French Wing been 
confronted with such a dramatic situa-
tion. Col. Philippe Duflot who has been 
fighting a serious illness for more than a 
year, is now undergoing a new and pe-
nalizing treatment. He has asked to stop 
looking after the Unit's finances as soon 
as possible, and specified that he would 
not re-apply for this position at our next 
elections.

The interim of the position that he has 
had for the past three years, will be ex-
ceptionally be done by our Unit Leader 
until the election of Philippe Duflot's 
replacement. This interim of a limited 
duration will not exceed the imperative 
date of December 31, 2007. The amount 
of work performed by our Leader is, effec-
tively, so high that it cannot reasonably be 
increased, unless we become illegal, which 
is simply unthinkable.

Therefore, it is of primary importance 
that all our eligible members (Colonels) 
seriously consider the possibility to take 
on this job of Finance Officer, which is 
indispensable for the smooth running of 
our Association. The Board of Admin-
istration is calling on all our members' 
civic spirit to step forward and help solv-
ing this serious problem.

The same need applies to the position of 
Executive Officer. Another good reason 
for everyone to seriously study this pos-
sibility of helping the French Wing.

NEW ADDRESSES

Guy Perrin
22 Rue Blanqui

93400 SAINT OUEN - FRANCE
New email: < perringuy@neuf.fr >

Dominique Deudon
55 avenue de Ferrière

59131 ROUSIÈS - FRANCE

John Francis
New email : < jcf47@orange.fr >

Jean-Jacques Verrier
28 Boulevard du Couvent

84260 SARRIANS - FRANCE
Tél : 0490352458

Mobile : 0671924438
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NEWS
THE FRENCH WING PIPER CUB 

SPONSORING SYSTEM

The annual premiums and cost per hour 
are split as follows :

- Flying Sponsors : 250 Euros per year
and 25 Euros per hour (Average cost per 
hour, over 10 hours : 50,00 €).

- Restoration Sponsors : 125 Euros and 
40 Euros per hour (Average cost per 
hour, over 10 hours : 52,50 €).

- Supporting Sponsors : 50 Euros and 55 
Euros per hour (Average cost per hour, 
over 10 hours : 60,00 €).

- Non-Sponsors : No annual premium 
and 80 Euros per hour.

This system, which is based on 50 flight 
hours for the whole year, asks for a suf-
ficient number of Sponsors to cover the 
annual fixed costs of $ 6800.00.

QUESTION : Can you buy your own Piper 
Cub and pay all the expenses related to 
such an ownership ?… No ?… Well, for 
a modest amount of money, you can 
have the pleasure to fly as much as you 
want on a legendary J-3, without the 
worries inherent to such an ownership. 
How ?…

ANSWER :BY BECOMING A SPONSOR !

ALYSON & MARK TREVINO :
TWO AMERICANS IN PARIS

Responsible for CONTRAILS and 
THE DISPATCH, the two CAF 
magazines, and for all other CAF 
publications, Alyson Trevino visited 
Paris early in September with her hus-
band Mark Trevino. They dedicated a 
whole day of their stay to the French 
Wing, which, for our Unit, was a great 
honor.
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Col. Claude Gascon came especially 
from Verdun, in case the weather would 
allow for a flight or two… Cols Claude 
Gascon, Roger Gouzon, and Bernard 
Delfino acted as guides in the Musée 
de l'Air (Air Museum) in Le Bourget 
during the morning. A meal was then 
taken in a local restaurant, and the 
group drove to Le Plessis-Belleville to 
show Alyson and Mark our airplanes. 
There, our friends also met our friend 
Guy Perrin, and col. Eric Ducreau, who 
joined us to say hello to Alyson and 
Mark Trevino.

As we expected, the weather was nice 
throughout the day, and Mark was able 
to visit the area from the Piper Cub. 
Unfortunately, Alyson was suffering 
from the jet lag, and she prudently pre-
ferred not to fly.

Once the planes were pushed back into 
the hangar, we drove Alyson and Mark 
to Villepinte where they discovered the 
Rearwin Sportster and the Unit van, before 
returning to their hotel using the RER.

The last we heard is that it seems that 
the aviation virus which was sleeping 
inside Mark suddenly woke up after his 
flight aboard our Piper Cub… He could 
well start taking flying lessons again, 
lessons that he had dropped many years 
ago.

DISPARITION DE TEX HILL

Col. David Lee "Tex" Hill passed away on 
October 11, 2007, at 5 P.M. (San Antonio 
time).

A member of the French Wing for the past 
two years, Tex sincerely liked our Unit of 
which he admired the enthusiasm and the 
numerous activities.

A national hero (one may even say an 
international hero), Tex personnified the 
defence of Freedom. Our readers will have 
many occasions to read his apology in avia-
tion and history magazines, therefore we 
will limit ourselves by thanking the man 
he was, made of strength, energy, good 
humour, kindness, and modesty.

Thank you Tex for your enthusiasm and 
your support to our Association, thank 
you for the friendship you gave us. Each 
of our members who was fortunate 
enough to meet you and exchange a few 
ideas, know how badly we will miss you. 
Those who were the closest to you will 
be shocked by your departure and will 
probably stay silent, preferring to be with 
you in their thoughts, because they know 
that if your body is not there any longer, 
your spirit is immortal. You have been an 
inspiration for an innumerable number of 
young  aviation lovers who will perpetuate 
your memory. Good bye Tex, and happy 
landing !



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by 
the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal 
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0680361717

email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Claude GASCON
tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 0675742596

email : gascon.claude@neuf.fr
Finance Officer : Col. Philippe DUFLOT

Tél : 01 34 07 86 34 - Mobile : 0630097735
email : skyrunner@wanadoo.fr

Adjutant Officer : Col. Roger GOUZON
Tél : 01 48 61 40 90 - Mobile : 0682904071

email : TBA

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete re-
production of the articles and the illustrations published in this 
monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the 
FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 19 
rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

FRENCH WING P.X.

The following articles are available with a pay-
ment by cheque to the CAF French Wing. (+ 
P & P).
• Wing patch:  9,00.
• Norvigie patch:  6,00.
• French Wing pin:  10,00.
• Various pins "cloisonné":  5.00.
• 100 A4 sheets with the Wing logo and your 
personal address:  10,00.
• Warbirds photographs 30x45cm:  10,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL :  15,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170  grammes, Hanes, L 
or XL:  15,00.
• T shirts other sizes on order.
• T shirt illustrated with the picture of your choice 
(Maximum size A5 - Warning ! Only send pictures 
that are free from any copyrights !) :  15,00.
• Aircraft profiles 15 cm x 20 cm ready for fra-
ming: Various types:  4,00 chaque.
• Vidéo filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS PAL:  
16,00 ©.
• Eric Besançon large size paintings: F4U 
Corsair and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter:  
30,00 P & P included ©.
• Poster N°1 Avions de la seconde guerre mon-
diale peint by Jean Bellis, 61x81cm:  9,00 (FW 
Members),  10,00 (Non Members) © + P & P.
• Greeting cards with Jean Bellis' profiles:  4,00 
each (P & P according to quantity) ©.
• Roy Grinnell prints - Normandie Niemen, F4U7, 
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 + P & P 
 10,00. Signed by veterans :  60,00 + P & P 
 10,00 ©.
• Roy Grinnell print of the Piper Cub:  10 + P 
& P (FW Members),  15 + P & P (Non mem-
bers).
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 
Marauder and Neuneu) :  0,50 each (P & P 
according to quantity) ©.
• CD Rom of all FW Newsletters since January 
2000, French and English, and 200 photos of 
warbirds taken during Airsho in Midland, by B. 
Delfino :  10,00 P & P included ©.

WING PROJECTS
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SKY RUNNER   -   TOPGUNART.COM  -  EPSON

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE   -   DIFFUSION SERVICE

EDITIONS LARIVIERE   -   UNIVERS PUB  -  SWISS INTERNATIONAL

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

SPIRIT OF LEWIS 
SPONSORS 2007

FLYING SPONSORS

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel

François Bergeon
Jean-Yves Cercy
George Chandler
Bernard Delfino
Fumiko Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Alain Jimenez

Jean-Claude Miniggio
Patrick Pierre-Pierre

Sandy Sansing
SKY RUNNER
Regis Urschler

RESTORATION
SPONSORS

Bunty Bateman
Didier Cardinal
Michel Fleury

Maurice Girard
John Roeder

SUPPORTING
SPONSORS

Christophe Bastide
Frédéric Baudin

Henri Bourrassier
William Davies

Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Claude De Marco

Stéphane Duchemin
Louis-Jean Gioux

Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair

Léon Manoukians
Haruo Tanaka

Ron Wright


